Contact Information 
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MOVE 

P.O. Box 19700 
Plulnddphiii, PA 19 M3 
(215)387-9935 
Fax: (2l5)47{i-755l 
I’--M;irI: moveJ]ju@;iol tom 

Contact I he above address for additional copies ofThis. book. We also have issues of 
live First Day, T-shirts, videos, pasters and other iruiteruds. MOVE mfrntwfs arc 
available lo speak lo your class, group, ton I'ere rice or olher public event. 

Tax deductible contributions can be sent directly lo: 

Black United Fund / August 8lh Justice lor MOVE 
A 19 Sou ill I 51b Sued 
Philadelphia, PA 1911 ft 


MUMIA ADU'JAMAL: 

The IniemalionuE Concerned 
Family to Friends of Mu min Aim-Jama I 
RO. llos 19709 

Philadelphia, FA 19143 , 

(215) 476-881 1 
Fax: (215) 176 7551 

U - M ai h m mi i isi@ao t. com 

There are local Manila support groups alt over ihe world. Contact die address 
above for copies of Live From Dcddi Roiv, audio recordings of Mnmi as radio com¬ 
mentaries,:! CD-ROM history of Muniia's case, T-shirts, buttons, posters, and suh 
script ions to 1 lie ]amdl Journal 

Tax deductible donations can be mailed directly lo: 

Black United Fund / Mumia Abu-Jamal account 
419 Soulh 15th Sired 
Philadelphia. PA 19116 
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*AHHEAfiANCE 

i Air ban is left list- way nature intended. mu-muI u'lE ami iimtu 1 hough iv<- don't 
| t iwi using the system's t hnnicals, cobit'ielU’S, and disposable convcntem ■ s. we 
do speml i good deal oi ifnie keeping ourselves and our surroundings dean mul 

riii. \V'c dVess furK'dnnnlly. in clothing I hat doesn't inner fen without -,wiiv* hvi 

* raw Food and Distortion 

XUc tlN-r |0|1N ANtlC A gave os consists of fresh raw (nod We alway keep 
plenty of wholesome raw food on hand and eat whenever our Amin s tell ir. m, 
imu a cm riling io artificial meal-time stiindurds. We make sure no one around us 
goes hungry, because we know dial good food is an essential iTEpiiremcni of Me 

We acknowledge that some of us were raised on ifie systems fond, ru dish. 

iis we l;iII ii [hung i Ur work we do inn also pul ns imdei a lot cl piessuu” when 
parent and i luld or hushand and wifi .ml- scpai ued by tJir system's nppti ■ - i m bo 
U is mu imrninnion c■ i see some M u ■ e.i 1 11 ig cooked !■ >od i >u m cask a i l h nn *. c j , 
you will never sec a eomnnucif MOVE: member use drugs, cigarettes or alcohol 
1 he ]hi cidreds of miles dim die system has placed betwern us iunl sonic ■ I olii 
brothers arid sisters in disiaiit prisons has also fomed us 10 use fins to m.iJinum 
die close * on tact oni family is u l- cl to but we look forward to die day whin we 
can live together the way we wan I to without .i need for aii poll min! tc-hmdugy 

* Caring for Life 

To keep ourselves healthy ami strong, we rely on plenty of exert isc as well as good 
hard pliysu al lajim Seitibhing Honrs. sweeping walks ami mining dogs an i 
tasks Maiiiiamiug the hundreds of pounds of Mod we I■. >. |i - 1 ■ kc-L l is .l lag |oh, 
too Wi; havc seeds for the birds, nuts Mi tin s<]Mt n k, kiu meal ho ihe d and 
eats, ami hulls and vegetables lor die people We fove all Me U is Menu ndoitT 
tips* niug for us to see someone mi si real an animal and wt waif lake iitunidiLile 
.m.!ioii io stop anyone from healing a dog. throwing stones ,u lards or causing 
siiiiil.ii tmposMoiison innocent life 

* The Name MOVE 

! lie wind MOAT rs not an acronym It means exact y wliai n sav-- Mi ■jy] work 
generate, be active, t veryiliing Lh.it s alive moves II il lI uin t, n would k tag 
riant, dead. Movement is the prineiple id I ill. and Ins ansi Mt 5\ ! ■ ! el'iel is t if., . 
our founder, JOHN AI IHi A, gan us tin. name MMYT Whitt. v. i gn . i ■ a. h 
other, we say "UN 1 Ilk MeIVI:! 


Tl IE POWER OF TRUTH IS FINAL" 

- JOHN AFRICA 
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* PERSECUTION 

Wo si to a deeply reltgiims mpiuiza turn. We know that (he current pohlk'id system 
resents our dean, righteous example and wants la stop ils from exposing their 
corruption even if they have lo kill lis. Just as Jesus was labeled a radical and 
perse ruled to death by the politicians of his day for what he said, we knojv how 
threatening our message is lo those in power and why they tome down so hard on 
us Wo ox pee i ic and wcaie prepared for it. 

* The Duration of the Struggle 

We don’t measure our success with reference to a calendar. As long as we do 
wbats right, die only way tilings ran turn out i.s light, regardless of lime. We are 
not anxious or impatient and wo will riot compromise our princ iple for quick, 
temporary results. We don't necessarily expect to see a dramalic change in ibis 
system in otir lifetime or oni children's lifetime We know that many hundreds of 
years til degeneration and imposition will take many hundreds of years m correct, 
hut the initial luruing of the tide has to stal l somewhere. JOHN AERK A began 
■lint process through the MOVE Organization. LONG I f VI: JOHN AFRICA! 

* LEADERS 

Our organization was I minded by JOHN AFRICA, however, he is notour leader. 
JOHN AFRICA has equipped each of us with the wisdom, strength and under 
standing to lead ourselves. Using the strategy id JOHN AFRICA, we know we emi t 
Uil. Everything that happens to us happens a certain way, because its supposed to. 

* Living As A Revolutionary Family 

All committed MOVE members lake the J.isi name ‘Africa’ out of reverence lor 
out builder JOHN Al Rl( A. and to show that we are ;i lamily, a uni lied body 
moving in one direction. We have black. While and Pueito Rican members limit 
upper and km-et class backgrounds, both college and street (mis)educaied While 
we do not heed the systems legal Institution of marriage, we do adhere to the 
naturuE law dial requires one male and one female to mate and produce new life 
We are monogamous. |OIIN AERlt A taught us that childbearing is a mnirra!, 
Instinctive function of a mother and requires no drugs or hospital stays. 

* Our Children 

We dearly low our children We pinks i them and watch over them so they will 
become healthier and stronger than we ourselves. We arc all one family and all 
the adults help to look after the kids Wc don't punish them through beatings or 
physical abuse. II they do someihing wrung, die whole lamily lakes part in giving 
them d mat ion ami showing them whins right. We don’t send them off to school 
fru the systems brainwashing and induct rination. We stay close to our children 
and they stay i lose to lis. 
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JOHN AFRICA'S ORGANIZATION 


fhe MOVE Organization surfaced in Philadelphia during the caily E L >70’s t’luii 
at: i e ri z ed by (l read I or k ha i r„ 1 h e ad n p t eel sur ttai tie " A f ri ca h " a p ri nc 11 led unity, a m l 
an uncompromising commitment to Llidir bcliel, members practiced die teaching'-, 
of MOVE: founder JOt IN AFRICA. 


'■ M DV E'S WOR K IS TO RTt. J E> INI >11STRY L R OM PO ISO NIN G Ml f : 
AfR, THE WATER, THE SOU , AND i’O PUT AN END lO 11 Hi 
ENMAVEMEN I OF LIFE PLOP I L, ANIMALS, ANY FORM Of r 
! [EE. THE PURPOSE OF R TF IN AFR ICA'S REVO! U I ION IS 
TO SHOW PEOPLE HOW CORRUPT, RO I I EN, CRtMINAl IV 
ENSLAVING THIS SYSTEM IS. SEIOW PEOPLE THROUGH 
f t >1 IN A FRICA'S LEACHING, II IF: TRUTH, 111 AT TL IIS SYS E EM 
[S THE CAUSE OP ALL THEIR PROBLEMS (ALCOHOLISM, 
DRUG ADDICTION, UNEMPLOYMENT. WIFE ABUSE... (Mill) 
PORNOGRAPHY, EVERY PROBLEM IN THE WORLD) AND TO 
SLI HIE EXAMPLE OF REVOLUTION FOR PFOPLL 1.0 FOl 
LOW WHEN TtILY RE-AI \/.\\ \ JOWL! iLY’VH BEEN OPPRESS! D 
Rf[PRESSED, DUPED, TRICKED ESY THIS SYSTEM, tills i,OV 
ERNMEN I AND SEE THE NEED TO RED THEMSELVES 01 tills 
t AN CE ROUS SYS I EM AS MOVE DOES. 1 ' 


MOVE 


,L ...all experience hath shown, that mankind are more disposed to 
suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves hy abol 
idling the forms to which they are accustomed But when a long 
irain of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same ob¬ 
ject, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it 
is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such government and (o 
provide new guards for their future security.' 

United Slates 
Declaration of 
Independence 
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Mi. II " n Iia.i a! ‘“ 1 11'.i;| 1 1:i i •, School Unaid Meeting 
March 2 "j, f^74 


* The System 

Wo flutil he lie vc in this reform world system - the government, die military, m 
dustry and big business. They have hiMork nlly abused, taped and banned lilt 
| C 3 j- ihc; saJvo of money These rulem and policy-makers doni rare who they kill 
enslave, cripple, poison or disease in their quest for money. Ibcy have made 
material wealth a priority over MJe. Mum-Is n! science and technological so caller) 
advancements all stem from the system's greed for money and disrespect for life, 
Bui a person who is suffocating or drowning dnesn t call out lor diamonds, gold or 
wads of money. Flic person will do .11 in their power Ini a breath ol air. because 
ii.ii is ji 11 l t cssri;ii ii I money is wo rihless Over the Iasi century. industry lias 
■;11 lL iho earth of countless tons of minerals, hied billions u| gallons id oil from 
die ground, and enslaved millions n| people to manufacture ears, trucks, planes 
and [ruins dial lurrhci pollute (he ah with llicii use Ami hcriiuse o| the IhIIhuis 
of dollars i n profits to he made, the system will favot artificial transportation over 
lIil- legs and fret Mama gave us lo Walk and tun with Big business and industry 
arc responsible lor die mass production and mas- ni.ii keirng ol crgareMes. ah n 
lull, and ilrugs, which are used to extract luriber pmliis horn people w hile keep 
ing them sick and addicted Poll limans are pul in place to legalize, endorse and 
protect industry and big business, iheivlmc we don't believe in poliihsm all. 

* MOVE S Work 

MOVERS work is revolution. |OIIN Ai-Rli As icvoluiinii, a uvidinkm to slop 
man's system hom imposing on life, n> stop industry hoiu pi.i-mnng ihc ail. wa 
ler. Mild soil and in pit! an end in die enslavement id all life t Hu vvoik is to show 
people how rotten and enslaving this system Maud that the system is the cause ol 
lauiii'li -..-,in. uik iiifdin'mi'iiL. di ug addiction. alcoholism, racism, domr-ah abuse, 
AIDS, crime, war, all illc problems ol the world We are working to demolish.ilc 
dun people not only ifin fight lids system, they must fight lids system il the) vvri 
want to Iree l hem selves fnnu endless mdlri mg and nppies-don 

* Being a Revolutionary 

Revolution slam with the individual It siaiis with a person making a personal 
to mm it mem to do what's right, You cuti'Muru someone into a rvvoluiiunarv In 
making them chant slogans oj waye guns lb mutt island revolution inn hum In- 
sound Revolution is not imposed ii|mu aimlhei n is kindled v>ulim them 
persoiHais talk about revolution Inn il rh+y lire still worshipping tuoiuw oi pm 
dug drugs into ilieii both, ot heating dieii iitale. llnw olmoush haunt unmim 
ted dicillsclvcs lo doing vvliaM. iigfii Revofulmn is rmi a philosophy il v. an 
ji in, ill 
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MOVE: Belief 8f Practice 


The MOVE Organization is a family of strong, serious* deeply committed revo¬ 
lution;! ties founded by a wise, perceptive, strategically minded Black man named 
JOHN AFRICA, The principle of our belief is explained in a collection of 
writings we call '"I hr Guidelines, 71 authored by JOHN AFRICA, To honor our 
beloved founder, and acknowledge the wisdom and strength he has given lls, we 
say TONG I.1VI: |OHN AFRICA'" 

* Olmr Religion - life 

JO! IN AFRICA taught us that Life is the priority. Nothing is more important or as 
important as Life, the force that keeps us alive. All life conies from one source, 
Irom God, Mom Nature, Mama, Each individual life is dependent on every oilier 
life, and all life 1 kls a purpose, so all living lie mgs, tilings dial move, are equally 
importum, whether they arc human beings, dogs, birds, fish, trees, ants, weeds, 
rivers, wind or rain. To stay healthy and strong, life must have clean air, dear 
water, and pure food. If deprived of these things, I he will cyde !o the next level, 
or as the system says “die.' 

* NATURAL LAW 

We believe in natural law, the government of self, Man made laws une not really 
laws, because they don't apply equally to everyone and they contain exceptions 
and loopholes. Man-made laws are constantly being amended or repealed. Natu¬ 
ral law stays the same and always has. Man s laws require police, sheriffs, armies, 
and courts to enforce them, and lawyers to explain them. True law is self explana¬ 
tory and self enforcing. In the undisturbed jungles, oceans and deserts of die 
world, there are no courtrooms or jails. The animals and plants don't heed them r 
No living being has its consult a law hook to be able to know il they have to cough, 
sneeze nr urinate Natural law says that when you sec something gel ting toodose 
to your eye, you will blink, whether you are a German shepherd or a Supreme 
Court Justice. 

* Self defense 

All living tilings instinctively defend themselves. I his is a God-given right of all 
life. If a man goes into a bears cave, he violates and litre Lite ns the hears place ol 
security The bear will defend his home by instinctively lighting oil the man and 
eliminating him. The bear is not wrong, because sell defense is right 

* Right and wrong 

The fuel that something is legal under the system^ laws, doesn l make it tight. 
Slavery was legal. Killing Native Americans and stealing lltcif land was all done 
legally JOHN AFRICA taught us that whit is right applies equally, across the 
hoard. Ll something is right, it’s right for all of life, with no separations. 


Community Involvement 


During the early 1970's MOVE was based in the Powrlion Village section of West 
Philadelphia. Members valued the personal discipline and physical strength de 
rived from hard manual labor, and maintained a hefty work schedule of daily 
activities such as exercising, scrubbing floors, running dogs, chopping I ire wood, 
shoveling snow, sweeping the street, et<. 

Demonstrating their reverence for nil forms of life. Mi AT looked after neighbors 
pets, helped homeless people find places to live, assisted the elderly with home 
repairs* intervened in violence between local gangs and college fraternities, and 
helped incarcerated offenders meet parole requirements through a rehabilitation 
program. After adopting MOVE'S way of natural living, many individuals over¬ 
came past problems of drug addiction, physical disabilities, infertility and alco¬ 
holism 


MOVE purchased a large Victorian house at 309 North 33rd Street, which became 
then headquarters. One of MOVES Iundraising activities was a very popular l.u 
wash at this locution, At regular study sessions for people interested in the teat b 
mgs of JOHN AFRICA, MOVE welcomed dissenting views as an opportunity to 
showcase their belief and sharpen their oratorical skills, which they knew would 
he tested in their revolutionary struggle. 

'TF is THE POSITION Q1 1 MOVE TO CONFR□ NT ANY 
SPEAKER, SO-CALLED INFORMED PERSONALITIES, Al. 

LEG HD LEADERS WHO SAY Tl IEY HAVE ANSWERS TO Tl IE 
VERY SERIOUS PROBLEMS OF PEOF1 F, AND DEMAND Tl IA J 
THEY SUBSTANTIATE* QUALIFY WHAT THEY ARE SAYING 
OR STOP M1S LLADING PEOPIT INFCYRMAFION IS IN Tl IT. 

AB11.1TY TO 1NFORM, AND WIILN YOU 11AVE NO IN FORMA 
HON TO GIVE, YOU CAN ONLY MISINFORM, THIS IS HIE 
S! AT i n POLICY or MOVE . TO STAMP OUT M!MN FORMA¬ 
TION. FOR WHEN YOU DO NOT HAVE A SOLUTION, ALI 
YOU CAN OFFER IS l HE PROBLEM." 


MOVE 





MOV]| dt mn nitration May I 1 )? > 



M OVE a t J esse Jackson PUSH Co nferencc Augusi 15,] 975 
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Modern justice Jn the 
Birthplace of the Constitution 



Time spent jn 

MURDERS 

GOVERNMENT: 

JAIL (SO FAR) 

COMMITTED 

Pliiladi-lpUiu Police 

l> 

] baby and 

4 mm an iapes 

Philadelphia ShcrifJs 

0 

1 1 i lI] < heard Make 

0 

judge Piuil Kilnu - i 

u 


DA KlI K u r i. k-11 

0 


Judge ! ml DiPona 

£1 

f n flicer 

Mayor F i :iri ]■- Rizzo 

0 


I'. ■ ii\ l* £ li ii l Joseph £ i Neill 

A 


1' k e cm 5 Sid Si VigiiM Hth 

J 


Mayoi Wilson £ ioodr 

0 


Managing Directin' 1 co Brooks 

it 


J\ilki.- i hii l Ciregorc Sam bo r 

L> 


kite i 1 11 l-' W il lam hit linu'MicI 

J 

£> ;n 1II1H .111(1 

! l Hank Powell 

it 

5 children 

Ofliccr William Klein 

0 


Police on Osage Avc May Dili 

Lt 


FBI and AT F Agents 

0 



it years 

! 7 murders 

MOVE: 

Di bhie Altii a 

111 

0 

Jan jut - Vi lea 

IB 

0 

JaiH't Air ie a 

IH 

0 

h, 1ill- Africa 

IK 

0 

Delf>Cl 1 Af iu a 

IH 

0 

Fllil A]iiui 

IH 

0 

Mike Africa 

1H 

0 

i hm:k Africa 

IH 

il 

Fdward Alma 

IH 

it 

Minina Afui jamaf 

H ' 

il 

C'nnsni'wclla A Inca 

15 1 

0 

Sue Alma 

U 

11 

Car Jos Aim'a 

12 ' 

0 

Ramona Africa 

7 

0 

Alberta Africa 

7 

0 

Alfonso Africa 

5 

0 


over 1 J!> years 

0 muidcts 
















In mast), Tree and Neita Africa 
(All murdered by the cily of Philadelphia May ] 3, 1985) 
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Public Appearances and media Coverage 


MOVE began attending public appearances of such noted persona lilies as Jane 
Forida, Dick Gregory, Alan Watts* Roy Wilkins, Julian bond, Richie Havens. 
Walter Mondale, Buck minster Fuller, Malwishi Mahcsh Yogi, Caesar C liavez, 
and Russel Means When questions were taken Irum the audience, MOW i haf 
lenged the speakers. Many were receptive, some were hostile, but none cuuhl 
refute JOHN APRIL Ak wisdom 

To expose injustice, oppression and disrespect for Life, MOVE used slralegizrd 
prnkmity and non violent [notes! in deimmsirniums at zons. pel shops. pobiiraf 
rall ies, public forums and media offices. By 1974, MOVE was appeal ing in puhlii 
wiih increasing frequency protesting the abuse ol LiJe in any form 

If- OUR PltOi ANJ'I'Y OE1 ! NDbYOU. I OOK AROUND YOI I 
AND SEE 1 lOW DESTRUCTIVELY SOCIETY IS PRlYEANING 
MSEI E IT IS THE RAPE OF Till- LAND, Till 1*01 LUIION 
Ol mi ENVIRON MEN I, lid: ME J RAYA I AND SI 11 1 - 1 R 
ING or THE MASSES BY CORRUPT GOVERNMENT 11IA'1 
IS THE REAL OBSCFNl I’YD 


MOVE 


The mamstream media began a long history of inaccurate, distorted and misdi¬ 
rected coverage. MOVLA unique appearance, alarming.profanity and unconven¬ 
tional behavior got prominent attention, but their penetrating analysis and prn 
posed solutions Mere largely ignored as were their extensive i oimmimt) assistant r 
efhiris. While those who actually met MOVE meml>ets could see their remarkable 
strength and health, dehumanizing news accounts perpetuated the falsehood that 
members never bathed and were unhealthy. Protests of unfair coverage by the Black- 
owned Firihi JNpliRj Tribune' were resolved when the editors agreed m run a column 
entitled. “ON 1 HE NU WLA £, ooid mated by JOHN APRIL A lu be written hy MOVE 
me j nbers, the feature ran fur about a year, starting in Jure ol 1975 
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] : runIt Rizzo 



Rizzo's brutal tups 


fl 


Staying On The MOVE 


Many MOVE people who were children in 1978 now have ch ildren of their own 
nia Ring t lie original MOVL ; iti embers grand pa run us Pied id ions of MOVE'S de¬ 
mise after May 13. 1985 were proved false by the organizations steady re-emer¬ 
gence as a visible, active entity. A quarter century since firsi appearing in Philadel¬ 
phia, the MOVE Organization stays in touch with an international list oi contacts and 
maintains a full schedule of speaking engagements. Ramona Africa has been invited to 
speak at such respected institutions as Harvard University, thus fulfilling a de¬ 
cades-old prophecy of JOHN AFRICA, To satisfy an ever increasing demand for 
information about the organization Sue, Ramona and Carl05 Africa embarked cm 
a European speaking tour in E ebrituryol 1996, with snips in 1 omlon. Amsterdam, 
Brussels, and oiliei cities. MOVE^ activities coiiiirute at a vigorous clip and the 
onguing struggle for M unit a Aim Jamal's freedom has become a major part of 
their work MOVE has also begun world tig in solidarity with support groups lor 
all ITS. political prisoners including Leonard Peltier, 1 tnda Evans, Mutulu Shakur, 
Geronimo ji jaga, Marilyn Buck, Sundiata Acoli, and many others. 

Government propaganda m ^characterizing MOVE a& terrorists has occasionally 
It'd (o speculation cm the possibility of another violent ton frontal Ion. However, a 
factual review of past conflicts reveals that (he ones to initiate violence have al- 
w a ys bee 1 1 po I i ce, s he ri 11 s, or oi he r gov eni i nc n t agi no,. In va i i air I y, M Q V |_ V first 
stance in any conflict hits been to put out information through demonstrations, 
protests, letters, interviews, etc. Only if the opposition chooses to react with less 
peaceful methods, will MOVE respond in kind. Whether the weapons used lo 
attack them are Ttsts, clubs, guns, bombs, tear gas, tape recorders, cameras, fax 
machines, nr lap tops, MOVE members will defend themselves masterfully with 
die strategy of |OHN AFRICA, 


THIS GOVERNMENT GONNA ALWAYS IIAVE A PROB- 
I.E.M TIE IE TV I FT 01 ?R PEON E t '.OM L F lOMJ : AND 
\V[ DON'T L ARE HOW THESE Oi l K IAI S DO IT, 
VV| IA 1 KIND or EA 01-8 AVI NC. EXCUSE. 1 -, OR 
SC API tiOATING TAt E EC's ] IIEY ( i. >Mh HP W[ I \ I TO 
COVER UP THE PACT THAT THEY’VE HAD NJNh IN 
NOCLN i PEOPLE IN JAM FOR OVER 17 YEARS, AND 
AN ENNOCEN 1 MAN ON PliAMI ROW.' 3 


MOVE 
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Frank Rizzo and The Police 


Throughout the 1970k, Frank Rizzo was the premier figure in Philadelphia 
government, lie started us a street cop and rose through ihc ranks, eveuiuully 
serving us Police Commissioner fmm 1967-73 During this time, lie gained 
notoriety Tor his "lough-guy" law enforcement tactics and rac ist attitude 
In Philadelphia^ Black ghettos, Rizzo's predominantly while police force was 
resented, feared and haled, 

i upitaltzingon his name recognition and tough-on-crime image, Rizzo mobilized 
sidihicnt voters to be Heeled mayor of the city for two terms from ! ( >7J until 
I960. Having built his career on opposing Black efforts to challenge the status 
quo, he ran the city with a prominent and heavy-handed police kmc thru had a 
national re pul at ion for brutality. 

Philadelphia^ overblown and unrestrained police department was a prime 
example d Lite type oi injustice the syslcm precipitated, so it was inevitable 1 1mi 
MOVE would start to speak out against them. As with othei issues, litis was done 
using peaceful demonstrations. When MOVE success! u II jr focused uticniiou 
on police abuses, main comiuuntty groups across the city stuigln MOVI ■. 
assistance with similar demonstrations in their own neighborhowls. As a lesuli 
of tills activism, die police begun a cone cried campaign of hurassment against 
MOVIE breaking up tlcnui list rat ions by arresting MOVE members '.>11 disunJefh 
conduct charges or violations nf wit ate vet local ordittam v could lie made m upph 

I in' fact tliat MOVE’S headquarters was located in an area id real estate spci ula 

tion on the border of a universit) campus brought lurihei legal cniutigli 1 .. 

Beginning in 1975, the complaints of some neighboring property owners led 10 
involvement of the Depaitment of l ictuses and Lnspa lions and idtiman-h a 1 ix rP 
suit hv die city against MOV! On November 18, ludgcG, l ied DiHona nm "I 
gizzug associates, ruled limt city iwspeciots,- with the assistance of tin poliu 
could enter MOVFs house in inspect it, but the case dragged on through nutuci 
ousconiiimanccs and an appeal hy MOVE to the Pennsylvania Supreme c mm 
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Sue Africa with her son Tomaso August 8, 1975 



MOVE protests ih c killing of Life Africa March 29, 1976 


P.C,R*A. Appeals 


Pennsylvania’s Post-Convict ion Collateral Relief Act (PCRA) allows prior eon- 
viciions to He re-examined under claims of newly discovered evidence, eonsti 
tmional violalions, or ineffective assistance of counsel It is rare for a new trial 
to be granted through the PCRA process, possibly because few convicted defen¬ 
dants can afford the cost of a full-scale re-investigation, Whereas just staying in 
contact with (he outside world is difficult enough, conducting witness inter¬ 
views, consulting with experts, arid re examining evidence is virtually impos¬ 
sible from a prison cell Additionally, post-trial appeals often deaf more with 
complex in tc rpretatinns and case precedents of the judicial process, rather than 
the specific crime scene events 

Most of MOVE'S legal materials from the August 8, 1078 case (and much of 
Minina Abu-Jamal's legal documentation) were destroyed! in the lire May 13, 
1985, in light of these constraints, the nine August 8ih defendants were not 
able to file, for PCRA appeals until the early 1990s when they enlisted (heassis 
ta n ce o f an a t tort ic y As o f ett rly J 99 6, d u c tor e pea ted tie I ays a nd conti r i ua ti e c s, 
the case is still pending. 

In June of 1995, alter years of extensive research, a learn of lawyers led by 
Leonard We in glass filed a PCRA appeal for Mumia Abu Jamal, which docu¬ 
mented gross miscomliLct anti consdlutional violations m what was anything 
Inn a fair trial by a jury of one's peers. Researchers discoverer! that Mumia had 
been watched and targeted by the HU since he was H years old, and that 
Judge Sabo had scnlcnced more people to death than any other silting judge 
in the eduniry. CE.liming that lie could he fair to both si tics, Sabo denied a 
motion Lo he recused and presided over the PCRA evidentiary hearing. Aban 
doning even the pretense of imfKirliahty, Sabo aiiacked defense counsel, jailing 
one for attempting lo enter into evidence a defense exhibit, and fitting anothei 11,000 
Im failing lo move fasi enough before (he hearings were ended, even the majoi 
media editorials were acknowledging that Sabos injudicious and openly biased 
conduct made the proceedings n farce En the fall ui 1993, the case went to the 
Siaiv Supreme Court after Sabo refused to gram Mumia a new trial. 
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i >urri> 'ii-.rr;tiii mi in Philadelphia August 12, 1995 


police Brutality 


MOVE never Eet 1 he lineal of being In ken to jail interfere wilh planned demon 
siraLions. Only a pre-selected group, which excluded pregnant women and breast 
feeding mothers, would plan to get arrested if the cops started trouble. Yel events 
so or i proved that police harassment was not limited to demonstrations .ilnnr 

! ate in tin. evening of May 9„ 1074 two pregnant MOVE women Janet and F eesmg 
Africa were taking a short walk to the vomer store to get something to eat I In l 
were slopped and questioned by police officers who became abusive and skimmed 
Janet stomach Insi against a police car. The two were subjected to vety rough 
handling and jailed overnight without food or watei Both women lost their ha 
hies thie to miscarriages MOVE immediately began demonstrating at the lflih 
[Jisirk i police station where the incident occurred. 

By 1975, clashes between MOVE and the police readied increasingly brutal pro¬ 
per! ions, though the city denied Us role in any abusive handling. Members at 
demonstrations were getting beaten bloody on a regular basis, yet MOVEs 
deep cnmiiiiLiiieiii only led to more determined protests On April 29. I Q7 a 
MOVE demonstration against ill-treatment of jailed members at the police 
administration building led to several arrests Alberto Africa, who wa> preg 
naill t was dragged from a bolding cell, held spread eagle by four officers ami 
repeatedly kicked in the stomach and vagina by a matron named Robinson 
sidler ing a miscarriage as a result 

Despite police violence against MOVE individuals who had not even been born 
many MOVE mothers did bear children, and did so naturally, without dings or 
inc lI icaI a ssi stance. in ai ca rtJance wi th J Of 1N A E : R1£_'As teach ings su L - Ah ica 
in spite of several police beatings throughout her pregnancy, had a son, Tomaso, 
borti at the V5id Street headquarters on August 4, Kip Janme Africa's bah\ 
Life Africa was horn March 8, 1976 but murdered by police less than a month 
later. (. Tomaso was later murdered by the city May I J, 1985 .) 
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Joseph Coleman, Laden Blackwell and his wife Jannle 
iiru shown l her body of 1 ife Africa April 2, 1976 




Mumia Abu-Jamal - part 2 


After he was transferred in a prison far from Philadelphia in 1983 and his regular 
appeals were deb ted, Mumia was written oil by die mains [ream ami LngeK imgm- 
len by the general public MOVE however, stood by Mumia through thick and 
iliim. In reporting on the August 8,1978 confrontation and resulting trials, Mumia 
had taken a bold stand for truth and justice. He had also bucked the status quo 
and thrown away a chance to be a network news anchor. The payback took many 
years iltkI extracted enormous personal suet ilk o. but eventual h Mumia’s urn r us 
a journalist came full circle in an unprecedented way, and MOVE played an in¬ 
strumental role. 


While confined to the bleak isolation of death row, Mumia never lost his 
journalist^ instincts and t ontinued to write about what lie saw s heard anti Fell. 
By 1990, some of his articles had appeared in The Vide l aw journal, flic Nation, 
jud other publications. fn 1991, the MOVE Organization, through the roordi 
mu inn of JOHN AINU a consolidated local support for Mumia by forming rhe 
Concerned Family and Friends id Mumia Alm-Jamal, headed by Tam Africa. 
J he eomniiitee sol aboni lobbying, educating. and lurid-raising, and through 
years of dedicated hard work grew from a small community group 10 an interna¬ 
tional collective. Renowned defense attorney Leonard Wcmglass was enlisted to 
re investigate the case 

Starting in 1993, The International Concerned Family and Friends began 
publishing TJie jama! journal, Mumias own newspaper. In 1994, National Public 
R.ulio agreed to air a series ol audio recordings of Mumia reading his com men tar- 
ies, but under pressure from (he Fraternal Order id Police the plans lor broadcast 
were l ;I |k ejcd 

In January of 1995, Tom Ridge became governor oi Pennsylvania Unlike his 
predecessor. Ridge was an avid proponent ol capital punishrnchi, and the 
Inst execution in Pennsylvania since 1962 was soon carried out In early May 
Live Fjujiii iVujli Kmv, u 21 5-page hardback collection ol Mumia’s writings was 
published and became available in bookstores nationwide Ridge’s June 399 j sign 
mg ol M urn in's dentil warrant brought a storm ol international protest. 
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Demonstration m support of Munna Abu f.imal 



Muim,« thu jamat 
AM Hi33 

tl.! FO I■ R-.v. I ... I liL-hv\,n 

\\;i. m it-■■ hiii jj 1 5 A 153 (l HiHKi 


lYruisy Ivauia < n"'ninn lorn kklgc 
- Muin £. jj.mni building Room 2 j j 
! I.ii rishiug, PA 17 E20 
717-787 2500 
Fax: 717 783- 7J&0 
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MOVE Baby Murdered 


< i March 28, IQ70, seven jailed MOVE members were released hue in the evening 
and arrived home after midnight Officers in at lea si ten police ears and wagons 
pulled up In 1 1 on i ol e 1 1 l- 'i 3rd Si reel house and said MOVE was creating a dislur- 
bancc. when Chuck Africa told police to leave MOVE ulunc Officer Daniel 
Palermo gjabbvtl him and began io hi-.u him a> mher c< | pulled out uiglii tii I ■ 
mid set upon MOVE members, Six MOVE men were arrested and heaii n l .hi si 
L ionsh ihcy sulTcicd fracluled skulls t mteussions mid Jnpped biuu/s Itoln ii 
Africa was struck over the head wiili a nightstick that broke in hvo from the force 
or tlie blow, fanine Africa was trying to protec i her husband Phil Aft ica. when she 
was grabbed by li cop, thrown to die ground with 3-week old f ife Africa in bet 
arms, ami slumped until she w as neai h unconscious The baby's skull \\ lis .. i nshed 

The next morning,, MOVE notified ihr media I bar die police had hr ulalfy attacked 
iliem and that a baby bad been nmol mil. An nlficer's |iaE and the broken uigln- 
sLiek were displayed outside MOVE headquarters Police denied dial any 1 wn.ii 
mgs took place or that a baby was killed, and claimed dial the baby probably 
never existed because ihere was no birth certificate J hey then arrested die mem 
her who li.nl shown die hat and nightstick to the press, on charges of receiving 
sioien properly lo prove the death to a skeptical media MOVE invited the jucss 
and local politicians to dinner ai their headquarters. Those accepting die iiivitn- 
lion included city counci I men Joseph Coleman and Lueicn Blackwell, and 
Blackwells wife, ]:.i 111 ml After the meal, the guests were shown the habys body, 

: laniiie Blackwell herself was hiici eld led in i itv r'ouni'il m louj 

MOV! s ■: ulurmi in ih< /Vii/ttddpJrrj hihinn-. which had ducumcnted the bmh nil 
I ife Africa l weeks earlier, i.m a series oT pieces covering die March 28th altai k 
nil rvtcw; with several neighbors who hud witnessed the incident were lea 
lured Yet no charges were Tiled against die offtt us invohed in tht Imbys rnnjdi i 
Instead die District Attorney^ office pursued prosecution of the six MOVE mem 
hers arrest l-l! that night MOM was prepared in prescnl evidence ol a lorn 1 , i mi 
ing Rizzo-direcled campaign of harassment dun culminated in the death ol lib 
Alina. Ihii before all the testimony omld be prcseuii-il Judge Menu \l.u-hal 
dismissed the case, thereby thwarting die chance tu prove ti cilywide uinspinu') 
against MOV! in a court of law Dismissing felony charges ol aggravated assault 
on cops wav \ 111 unit;, unln atd of in 1 liiladclpliin 
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MOVE outside of city hall courtrooms 
March 1976 


U 


Old Faces in New Places 


After May 13th, MOVE would forever lie a part of Philadelphia history Ihou 
sands of features, editorials, articles, and interviews were followed by documenta¬ 
ries, hooks, and plans for a feature-length movie. A decade of biased and dis¬ 
tuned stories spawned a new generation of misinformation, though the tinih did 
begin to emerge hete and there, lb set the record straight, MOVE suppurieis 
published 20 YEARS ON JUE MOVE in late 1991. 

As Wilson Goode's second term ended, Frank Rizzo made another hid to get his 
old job back, but died of a heart attack July 16, 1991. In January of 1992, Ed 
Re ml HI became the mayor of Philadelphia and faced the daunting task of rHm 
Lushing the city's pout image, tarn is! ted b> corruption scandals, serial killers, a 
bankruptcy crisis, and the stigma of being "the city that dropped the bomb. In 
L9P4 Justice Rolf Larson (who had remarked during MX>VE’s August Wilt mui 
der trial,* they ought to hang those niggers in cages from the ceiling and try them 
ihm way ") was removed from the Pennsylvania Supreme Court for improperly 
obtaining prescription drugs bonnet rhiladelphia I"JA Ron C astillc was Hem d 
to lill the vacancy. Former judge Lynne Abraham (who hud signed MOVE war¬ 
rants in 1977 and 1965) became the city's new litstriu Attorney. 

Years of sacrifice in blood and lives had earned MOVE a formidable credibility and 
integrity that kept police from attempting tlie intimidation and harassment tactics 
id the early days when members were arrested and beaten constantly While a lot. 
Ilf tops si ill wished all M( >Vk members wcit dead, killing the intangible U'gaiA of 
Osage Avenue could never be accomplished with guns and bombs, rftc city 
switi lied to a tan if of focusing attention elsewhere in the hopes that government 
culpability in the tragedy would be quietly forgotten and history books could he 
censored accordingly MOVE countered ibis new ploy with the same dedication 
and commitment they applied to past confrontations Forums, demonstrations, 
and talicr public events were held yearly on the anniversaries of August 6th and 
May J 3th l.n 1994, MOVE resumed publication of the First I toy newspaper, 
Members kept busy with increasing requests to speak to students, community 
groups, political activists, and inlet viewers across the country, 
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Mayoi E:d Rendell 
Room 215 
City IIjI! 
Phils.. PA K>L07 
215-686-3000 
Fax: 2 I 3-680-2555 


Justice Ron Castille 
PA Supreme Court 
IBIS M; irk cl Si reel 
Suite 3730 
Phila , PA I^ 103 
215-560-5663 
Fax 215-560 ISOS 


District Attorney 
1 .ynne Abraham 
1421 Arch Street 
Phi la., PA 19102 
215-686-8700 
Fax: 215 686-8704 
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Beating The Courts 


By confronting the judicial system as an organized, coordinated group not afraid 
to go to jail, MOVE was able to rim circles around (he procedures and expose the 
fallacy of justice. Ignoring the status and elevation of judges, MOVE remained 
scaled when the order “All rise! was given, and never addressed lIic judge a-. 
' your honor.” They also rejected plea bargain offers and public defenders 

In the early years defendants who were released on bail and given a own dale 
would often send a brother or sister member lo the trial il they couldn't make u 
themselves Most judges at that time couldn’t tell MOVE members apart and 
sentenced the apparent ‘'defendant” who would be taken into custody and held 
for the duration The original defendant, often arrested again before his or her 
sentence expired, would just give police the name oi another member, leading the 
system into ever deepening confusion over who was who. 

innings trial, MOVF attacked the legitimacy ol the couii, demonstrating coiiua 
dictions in such concepts as the presumption of innocence, freedom of religion 
and the right to free speech. When defendants refused to blindly submit to a 
judges arbitrary dictates, they were either ejected from the room, bound and gagged, 
t.n cited for contempt. MOVF. spectators were often cited lor contempt, loo. bhc i 
iffs proved to he just as brutal as the city's (ops, at times beating MOVE member 
m the very presence of judges. Alt these incidents only generated more cases, and 
as time went on, MOVE'S practice of appealing at every opportunity further com¬ 
pounded an already overwhelming caseload. 

By I 'i?6 literally hundreds of MOVE cases were clogging Philadelphia's justice 
system. Court administrators realized dial in a typical MOVE case the city was 
spending thousands of dollars to prosecute what had often started out a-s a tm iul 
dumped up misdemeanor charge. To save money, ihc courts began iu dismiss 
MUVI: cases in wholesale lots 

During the summer of 1976, MOVE began concern rating on setting up chapters 
m other stales and refrained from further demonstrations To provide a healthy 
environment for the children, MOVE secured a mortgage on a 96-acre farm in 
Virginia. Meanwhile, Frank Rizzo resented a group ol sell-pro* burned revolution 
aries wreaking havoc in the courts and exposing his brutal police depaitmeni. 
And with no more demonstrations, there were none of the usual opportunities to 
I ta ru ss a i id ar res t MO Vf:. ! 5 









Judge Ribncr 


Judge LSI:.l k l; 



Rhonda Africa 
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Coming Home 


As several MOVE members became eligible for parole, the Pennsylvania Hoard of 
Probation and Parole issued a special stipulation that any piMcruial MOVE parolee 
agree not to associate wiili oilier MOVE members as a condition of being released. 
All those eligible refused to abide by ibis unconstitutional stipulation and 
remained incarcerated. One at a lime, members eventually began to come 
home only after their maximum sentences expired: Alberta Africa in I L> H8 after 7 
years.. Alfonso Africa in 1990 after 5 years, Ramona Africa in 1992 after 7 years, 
and Sue Africa in 1992 after 12 years. 

Upon her release on May I 3, 1992, Ramona made numerous radio and television 
appearances as public respect and 'admiration for her strength and endurance made 
h e t a so mevvha i re luctan t cckbt > ty. I )ruwin g a ] ia ra 11 d w i i h Id ao I South A fritsins' 
fight to free themselves from the legal persecution of Apartheid, Ramona stated 
the family Africa was stronger, more committed than ever before and would con¬ 
tinue rhvir work lo free all MOVE prisoners. Contradicting the sanitized grand 
jury findings, she also confirmed doit police had opened fue on MOVE as ihc\ 
tried to exit the burning house in 1981 

In the fall of 1993, the Parole Hoard finally conceded to mounting pressure to lilt 
the special MOVE stipulation (. arlos Africa was granted parole anti released 
December 9, 199 V al ter 12-j years of incarceration C onsmwi. I la Africa's release 
soon followed on January 6, 1994 neatly 16 yea is aflci her urrr I 


“DESPITE OUR FAMILY BEING MASS MURDERED, DESPI l E 
Jill- 1 At I l HAT WFVF mu N IN fAll I : OR Yl'ARS POP A 
C RIME \V| DID NOT < OMMIT. DJ SPITE BEING I.Ot KI ; D 
UP IN SOI ITARY CONFINEMENT FOR YEARS AT A l IMF, 
11FSP1 IE AJ 1. OF Ti 3E PI IYSIC A L A NI > MEN IAI 11 W IT R F 
WE’VE BEEN SlJISJtl TED TO BY Ti IIS SYS TEM. WL AIM ] 
S LO W IN’ IX >W N A IN’ I HA OKING LX )WN ON I BIT WI A RI 
GE TTING STRONGER THANKS m IQIIN AIRU.A . 


MOVE 









Debbie Sims Africa, Mede Austin .Afru. .1 , J.iiw 1 Holloway Ahka, Jatuue Phillips Abiev 

nH)'ft307 #00-6306 #00-6503 #00^309 

-F 1 j 1 F : li Lleru m Ave n lic 
t iuubridgi Springs, I'A HH0.1-J23H 



t ailus Africa Alfonso Attica 
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THE SET-UP 


On November 5, 1970 a bearing was lie Li before fudge Edward Blake awarding 
several different MOVE cases. Some 20 MOVE tieIcudaius - 1 1 1 mu mi lull 
appeared in court. Many were given sentences and despite their intention to 
appeal, Blake ordered ihem taken into custody, 0 >11 the way 10 a holding n il, 
sheriff Jerry Saunders began beating otic hand cuffed young MOVE niemliei, 
Dennis Africa* and a brief scuffle ensued. Sheriffs looked up all those who came 
in Dennis' defense, then also arrested and brutalized Robert* Vderie and Rhonda 
A Irk ,1 who had played no pari in the aheicutioii Neatly L > luonih* pieguaiii 
Rhonda went into premature labor, giving hirlh in a bruised and iiijun’tl hah) tbai 
died within minuLes. 


t Imrgcs of assault arid resisting unrsl against those involved were Liter dismissed 
except lot Robert. Conrad and Jerry Africa* who were given bail l he ease marked 
it new era in the conflict between MOVE and the courts. Alter hundred* of cases 
and years of hearing*, MOVE had accumulated a thorough knowledge oj what 
could typically be expected from the courts at every stage of the jirmess 'I he 
courts, in turn, had settled Into a grudging tolerance ul Vk )VJ:‘s behavior such as 
the refusal to stand when a judge entered the room. At a pre-trial hearing on 
February 7* 1977, judge Paul Ribner ordered sheriffs ul force Robert to si mid as 
the judge came in. Ribner then issued bench warrants lor Jciry and t on rad 
despite Robert’s explautaium that they were out ol town that dat am! wmihl he 
present ai the next listed hearing Offm-rs aromnl MO VI heaLkpiariejs. win 
normally would not have immediate knowledge of hench warrant* due to the 

ns an I bureaucratic delays began laimting MOVE.I talked 1 N kuuN) ciiteiing 

lhe house with the warrants as legal jusldu atum 

As the ease continued, MOVE could see that Kihuej s in Id demands and 1 In eat* 
and ihv unusually large mm 1 her of armed police and slimjfc preset it m iIil 
1 0 u 11 room reuted .1 situalion in w 1 1 i e nphysk*il com imum ■ 011 I .1 mu it mu ■. miM 
result in suine accidental MOV 1 injuries 01 death* Alui the dL'Ieml-mr u 

(used in pa.pare further, Ribner tried them in ahstcima and instead .>1 rlu- 

usual l (litnij jail time* gave them bulge 1 slate pi ison sellivm e.* I Ituy.wi'tv-.xipu 
shipped ofl ui 1 ([aietUird prison, ahum 50 mil • ulsuleol I'liiUR-plua MOVI 
vvn> omraged at such ,1 blatant sei-up and railroading ol Robi 11 1 imiad arid Jrn> 
who were iiuyv political prisoners 









sue- Africa Mm 20 DU 7 


Phil AFrica May 20, 1977 



The demonstration continues on a daily basis 


Prisons 


IIIIS SYSTEM DIDN’T BUILD PRISONS WITH CORREC 
TfONS IN MIND. 1 HEY HUH T PRISONS WITH SI AVERY AND 

me money ro be had from enslaving in mind, jails 

ARE MON! Y MAKING INSTITUTIONS, WITHOUT PRISONS.. 

THE SI 1TRHTS, SUPERIN I ENDENTS WARDENS. MAT RONS. 

AND GUARDS WOULD BE OUT OF JOBS AND POLITICIANS 
WOULD BE OUT OF THE THOUSANDS OE DO! LARS I'ROM 
T H E T N D l JST RY 01 : P R t StTN S . 

MOVE 

I or years Pennsylvania has hern filling pr isons to overcrowding faster limn they 
c;ui build new ones JOHN AFRICAN analysis is borne run in die fact ihai by the 
|Q90>:, prismi enroll ud ion had ln’mmc the largest growth industry in the court- 
try, The US government main tains its facade of being a ’Tree” society by denying 
the existence of any U.S. political prisoners, despile numerous Black Panthers, 
Native American leaders, Puerto Rican independence fighters arid other political 
nrihists impri 1 ;oried for dieir beliefs and assot iations In attempts to break them, 
these olTicially unacknowledged political prisoners are commonly subject to in¬ 
tensified harassment am! torture 

A I prison locations in the remote areas of Pennsylvania, MOVE members have 
endured years ol repented physical ami menial abuse. Delb* i t. C arlos ami t Imclt 
Africa were kept in solitary confinement for over six years Fur refusing to \ iobvtc 
MOVE belief by cutting their hair MOVE women Janet, ]aninc. Merle, Debbie, 
Consucwclla, Sue and Alberta Alm a upheld their religious belief by refusing lb 
give blood samples and were repeatedly put In solitary confinement, sometimes 
for as long as three wars. .Sadistic prison guards were delighted to inform Delbert, 
Janet, Sue, Phil, Inuriie and Consm'wwtla Africa dial their children were killed in 
i lie po lice assau I ton M a y 13 1985 

I he MOVE family stays in dose contact through letters arid a* many visits and 
phone calls as the prisons allow. This takes a considerable amount ni LiriK and 
money as inmates must make collect calls arid mosi of the prisons are along day's 
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Delbert Orr Africa 
AM-4985 
Drawer K 

Dallas, PA 18612 028b 


William P h J 1 1 l p& A ft ica 
AM-4984 (Phil) 
Drawer K 

Dallas, PA 10612-0286 



Michael Davis Africa 
AM-497 i 
PO box 244 

Gruterford, PA 19426-0244 


Charles .Sinis Africa 
AM-4975 
EO Box 244 

Grater ford. PA 19426-0244 



Edward Goodman Africa 
AM-4974 
PO. Box 200 

Camp Hill. PA 17001-0200 
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May 20, 1 977 Demonstration 


In tale April of 1977, MOVE set up ;j .sister organization called the "Seed id Wisdom" 
ill Richmond. Virginia. In less than a week Virginia police provoked a minor con¬ 
frontation by surrounding the house and attempting to take custody of the chil¬ 
dren. Meanwhile, MOVE foresaw the possibility that Philadelphia police could 
storm, their 33rd Street headquarters, kill those inside, and blame lIll- vh turn, fui 
their own deaths in an operation similar to the type of government terrujiMn used 
against tiie Black Panthers. Information from sympathetic sources in city govet unieni 
confirmed that plans for some type of police operation had indeed been made 16 
safeguard the Philadelphia base, MOVE staged a major demonstration May 20, 
1977 oil a platform outside then? house, I - hey demanded the release of tlicir politi¬ 
cal prisoners and an end to the violent harassment by the city. To keep an me icus- 
ingly brutal pe>3i. l. l- Force at bay, some members held firearms. Police med to hold 
hai k a crowd ol on-lookers, but the growing numbers of people soon broke through 
police lines and swarmed around the platform to hear MOVL Speak 

"WE TOLD HIE GOBS THERE WASN’T GONNA HI: ANY MORI-. 

U N DERCOVER DEAD IS T H IS T l M E IT3 EY BET I ER BE P R F! PAR i : D 
TO MURDER US 3N FULL PUBLIC VIEW, CAUSE II THEY C AME 
AT US WITH HSi S, WE WERE GONNA COME 8At k Wl I H FIS fS 
EE THEY CAME WITH CLUBS, WE’D COME BACK WITH Cl.UBS, 

AND IF I HEY CAME WITH GUNS, WE D USE GUNS TOO Wl 
DON'T' BELIEVE IN DEATH-DEALING GUNS, WE BELIEVE IN LIFE 
01 j T W F KN E W THE CO PS WO U LD N' T B E Sid QUIC K 10 AT J AC K 
US IF THEY HAD TO FACE THE S.A ME STUFF IT I EY DISHED Ol IT 
SO CASUALLY ON UNARMED DEFENSE! ESS FOl K 

MOVE 


Aware dial the Third Amendment guarantees the right to ..is on one's mvn 

properly I'uJiu- Commissioner Joseph O Neill told reporters, "Uiulei the consti¬ 
tution you have a right to speak your mmd and apparent!) that's whai ihcy'ic- 
doing. Yet four days later, the city sidestepped the lack of fire an us violations by 
having Judge l.ynne Abraham issue warrants for 11 MOVE members on rioi t barges 
and ’possession of art instrument of crime." The media unfairly depicted MOVE 
as illegal gun tolmg bandits 
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Delbert and Phil A It it a talk to a negotiator 
during the winter of 1977-78 
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Prank Africa reads of Rizzo* starvation ultimatum 


Blaming The Victim 


Al Ramona Africa’s trial, both Judge Michael Stiles and prosecutor Joseph McGill 
indicated to the jury that police and city officials would lie equally punished at 
some other proceeding by a sepal ate jury. Ramonafc jury found her guilty of riot 
and conspiracy and she was sentenced to 16 months to 7 years. Lt. Frank Powell, 
who dropped the bomb, and Officer William Klein, who assembled it, refused to 
testify, citing the Fifth Amendment protection against self-incrimination. 

Mayor Goode appointed a special commission to investigate the catastrophe J heir 
findings were critical of city officials luit the commission had no power to indict, 
In 1986, District Attorney Ron Ca.stil'le impaneled a grand jury to investigate crimi¬ 
nal wrongdoing on the part of the city. Notwithstanding II deaths, 60 homes 
burned to the ground, unauthorized possession of military explosives, and a fire 
that was deliberately allowed lo hum out of control, Castilie's grand jury followed 
his recommendations and returned not a single indictment. (Castille later had 
only hollow excuses to explain why a scathing report by an independent team of 
nationally known forensic experts, hired by Caslilie’s own office to review the 
evidence, was never shown to the grand jury) A federal grand jury investigating 
civil rights violations also returned no indictments. All of these investigations 
limited the scope of their inquiries to events surrounding May 13, 1983 and ne¬ 
glected lo look at earlier legal improprieties, most notably the continuing unjust 
imprisonment of the nine MOVE members arrested on August 8. 1978. 

lo 1987, Wilson Goode was re-elected mayor. Me and his supporters considered 
this a vindication of the disastrous handling of May 13th. Others saw his victory 
as a grim necessity. The opposing candidate was Frank Rizzo 

llcfore cold blooded murder in broad daylight could he permanently swept under 
the rug, Ramona filed a civil suit against selected officials and tire city itself for 
violation of her civil rights on May ] 3th. The case proceeded at a very slow pace 
as Ted cm I judges changed their minds regarding who could ultimately he held 
responsible. At one point, federal magistrate William Mail actually ruled dial 
dropping the bomb was not excessive force. Ramona immediately appealed this 
ruling which a three judge panel later overturned, but the issue was again ap¬ 
pealed to the U.S. Supreme Court by the city. 


53 





52 


S be neighborhood is destroyed 


\ aim uui r 


PoJicc sei up a 1 4-lion r watch around MOV Li’s headquarters no arrest members, 
when they came off the property. On June 12, 1077 Sue Africa lef* the premises 
and was apprehended a few blocks away. The oilier members remained ai do 
bouse as months passed and polit e continued to wan h ami wait. 


MOVE bad filed a >26 million civil suit againsL the city for the March 28, 1976 
death of Life Africa and (In. lit mutiny leading to mist iu'riagcs from 1974-76, hill 
the slain lull prevented MOV I- plaintiffs front attending the hearing and the mjii 
was I brow si out of court While Lite si an doll continued. some bhdadelpbm politi¬ 
cians and re [toilers went to I lit- Virginia area, vvhcie MOVES I arm was located, 
arid spread slanderous ill isin formal ion among people on adjoining properties by 
describing MOVE as a group ul drug-taking cannibals who would slaughter 
everyone's livestock. The rumors set oil a rash of complaints to the Realtor who 
demanded that MOVE pay off the entire mortgage at once. Unable to raise the lull 
sum, MOVE lost their farm. 

Rule 1100 ol Pennsylvania Criminal 1’reu edures sets a time limit ul I HO days wiihin 
which to either execute an arrest warrant or file for an extension. On Nuvembei 
20th, the deadline on ihc MOVE warrants passed. The next day da DAs ofiu-c 

hied a late request for an extension. Cl hey may have forgotten to file no.. m 

were just accustomed u> bending the laws when prosecuting MOVE,) judge I d 
ward Blake granted the untimely extension (Blake became the E oimiuur Fleas 
C ourt President Judge in 1991 ' 

rlitoughom the si.uidolh mediators and negotiators from a marnbei of Lonmin 
nity coalitions and intervention agencies relayed messages between ihc my and 
MOVE in an attempt it) conn- to a peaceful settlement. Bui talks always broke 
down over the issue of releasing MOVE political prisoners MOVE would not 
compromise Their demand for Robert. Conrad,jerry and Sues freedom was ah 
soluiely non negotiable. Mediation went nowhere .ascii) personnel u<-u' telling 
MOVE, off the record, “Well kilt all of you before we let youi people out of |.u| 

A federal agent who had begun lurking ai nut id the bauxadi^ likewise informed 
MOVE that the Feds were going to infiltrate, disband and destroy them. 
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I he blockade goes up at 33rd arid Powehen Avenue 
March 16. 1978 



Murder in the Alley 


With I heir house in flames, MOVE members re pea led ly tried to exit but were met 
with police gunfire which killed some of the adults and children in the alley be¬ 
hind the house. One adult, Ramona Africa, and one child, Birdy Africa, escaped 
the fire and were taken into custody. Six adults and five children were killed, 
including Rhonda Africa, Birdyfs mothei 

Mayor Goode later claimed he had ordered that MOVF children he taken into 
custody in the few days before the assault whenever they were seen away from die 
house Investigations revealed that the very morning of May 1 3th when a known 
MOVE vehicle carrying children attempted to drive down Osage Avenue, police 
pulled aside the barricade to let it through. 

'I he bombing of Osage Avenue became international news overnight. Media re¬ 
ports the next day indicated that a gun fight continued in the alley behind ihc 
house after the bomb was dropped, but the story soon changed. At a press confer¬ 
ence, Polit e Commissioner Grcgore Samhor, who was himself in the vicinity of 
(he alley, initially confirmed that police find fired at ibis lime, hut after conferring 
wadi aides, corrected himself to say they did not. Several months later, investiga¬ 
tors questioned all the officers involved. When police sharpshooter Willi ant .Stewart 
mentioned stakc-out officers firing their Lsi's in the alley around 7:30 pin. Ins 
attorney quickly stopped the interview to confer with him privately. Several fire¬ 
men testified that they heard automatic gunfire in the evening A holt-aetion rifle, 
two shotguns, and two revolvers were the only weapons found in the ashes of the 
MOVE house. 

Philadelphia police had finally outdone themselves in Jepraviiy, making it all the 
more difficult for their partners in crime, the Medical Examiners Office, to cover 
for them, as was done in both the August 8, 1978 case ami Mumia Abu-Jamal's 
case in 1981. Medical Examiner personnel made a deliberately late arrival oil the 
scene, after a crane had scooped through die debris, obliterating the exact recov 
cry positions. The bodies were then left imrcfrigcrated, and examination of blood 
specimens and lung tissue was delayed long enough to make test results inconcfu 
sivc as to the cause of death. On the basis of the May 13th mishandling, the Phila¬ 
delphia Medical Examiner's Office later hat! their certification revoked. 
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FinTighiing effoits do not begin mini 
much of I he blo^ctk is engulfed in flames 


L l. Frank Powell prepares lodrop ihu bomh 
May i 5 , 1905 
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To force die warned MOVE members from die house, Rizzo gel court approval to 
starve diem olh. On March 16, 1970. an army of hundreds of cops invaded 
the neighborhood and sealed oil a four block area. While sharpshemter posts 
and machine gun nests were set up, workmen shut off the waier to MOVEs 
headquarters, Those inside included pregnant women, nursing babies, children 
and animals. Rizzo boasted that the peri me ter was so tight L ’a lly couldn’t get through." 
When various community members, who opposed Rizzo's cruel taciic, made lm 
manjtarian attempts to rush tli-o barricades wiila food and water lor MOVE, they were 
in rested .md bealen by the police 

With loudspeakers and auiplilicatum. member-. exposed the folly <'( die i n.y ; . ,u 
lion in sending i housands of dollars a day on police overtime just 111 stand around 
and watch MOVE. As police in stake out posts at surrounding rooftops, apart¬ 
ments, and parked patrol cars were treated to a steady .stream oJ revoJuiioii.u y 
ionnueiitLiry, supervisors instructed their men lie listen to any thing MUVI 
said, after too many officers began to seriously consider what they heard 

There was a great deal of disscution in police tanks regarding the handling ol 
MOVE Some ■ ops had lalten to tossing botiles, rocks and firecrackers n in Mt 1V1 ■■ 
card, hoping H provoke a confrontation Bui it only resulted in a poliu Il-i Jtglji 
wherein iwq officers goi in a scuffle with a third one who had been throwing 
rocks at MOV[ babies 

Rizzo's attempt to starve MOVE out continued for almost two months, cupping nil 
nearly a year of continuous 24-hour police surveillance that had begun mi M,«\ 
20, 1977 Traffic had been detoured, neighbors had msliow identification going 
to and from theii own homes, and reporters noted that city spending h i point 
overtime had passed the million dollar mark. On April -J. 1978 thousands marched 
around l. uv hull in a massive demonstration protesting the city’s fxuhuik a- non 
.V, the ahsuuhty of Rizzos polin' siege Ix-came iiiirmatiLUialh known t IiiI.ilUI 
phis became an embarrassment to the human rights initiati ves of President J i puny 
Cartel and United Nations Ambassadot Andrew Young. 












MOVI: tilths to negotiator Joel Todd 



May 13, 1985 Bombing and Fire 


MOVE told negotiators attempting to avert a crisis at the last in mine that iJ ttie 
city could refute any claim regarding past improper legal procedures, and if any 
one official would initiate an honest investigation of the 197B incident, MOVE 
would call ofl the confrontation. Officials and the media ignored this. 

On May 8th, Alfonso Africa was sentenced to 5 years for ill re ate rung an officer 
during a prior arrest. On May 11th, police obtained tin arrest warrant for Alfonso 
(even though lie was already in jail) and used it two days later to justify a tear gas 
assault on Alfonso's home tn Chester Pennsylvania. The only adult present, his 
wife Mary, was arrested and their 5 children were taken away as police ransacked 
the house. 

To provide a legal basis for the Osage Avenue at tack, Judge Lynne Abraham signed 
arrest warrants on May Uih for Ramona. Conrad, Frank and Teresa Africa on 
charges of disorderly conduct arid terroristic threats I he next day police evacu¬ 
ated the 6200 block of Osage Avenue and towed away parked cars. 

(An Monday, May 13th, police arid firemen launched a full scale military assault oti 
thr MOVE row house using tear gas, w r atcr cannons, shot guns, Lizi’s, M 1 b's, 
silenced weapons, Hrouming Automatic Rifles. M 60 machine guns, a 20mm anti¬ 
tank gun, and a 50 caliber machine gun. Some of these weapons were illegally 
obtained with 11ic help ul the U.S. Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms Agency. 


Between 6:00 and 7:30 am, police flooded the area with tear gas and fired over 
10,000 rounds of ammunition ai the house knowing there were women and chil 
dim inside. They also tried to blast through the walls with the military explosives 
ih-. I FU had illegally provided N’mie u| ihe-v riit'HMires siu . enlcd ir. driving Mt 'Yf- 
from i!te house I ate in the afternoon, a state police helicopter was used to drop 
a homh on the roof which started a fire that officials deliberately allowed to burn. 
It soon spread to the adjoining row houses, eventually burning down the ■. nitre 
block of some 60 ho tries. 







Some of the weapons used by 
Philadelphia police (from top) 
M-ifr assault rifle, 

M-bU machine gun, 

50 caliber machine gun 


Pol tee snipers at 
rooftop assault post 




Police blow up the from porch as the assault begins 
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Under federal pressure to end the stalemate, city officials pushed for a negotiated 
settlement, but with MOVE standing firm in their demands, the city had no real 
leverage. For Rizzo Lt bicaiue a matter of making the necessary concessions, but 
doing it in such a way that his tough-guy "law and order" image remained intact 
J'he city announced terns of a settlement iu May of 197B, though final clarified 
lion was still going on behind the scenes Id save faec. die city had made certain 
oral promises that were not spelled out on paper so as to cover up the I act that 
court procedures would l e by passed to spring MOVE'S political prisoners 

MOVE was wary of making deals with a government that had historically broken 
evety treaty ever made with Native Americans, hut the final terms of the agree¬ 
ment gave them what they wanted, so any broken promises would only further 
expose the system's deception and lack of good faith. Implementation of the agree¬ 
ment began on May ird Escorted by civilian observers, the police took MOVE 
members, otic at a lime, to the police administration building where they were 
arraigned and released on their own recognizance. The barricades and roadblocks 
surround mg the area were pulled open. To the chagrin of anxious ATP agents 
police ami DA personnel, all the MOVE ’'guns" and ’'explosives" cops had spotted 
at one time or another were revealed to be inoperable dummy firearms ui road 
flares disguised as dynamite. A search of the house wiih metal detectors louml 
nothing incriminating. On May 8th, Jerry, Conrad, Robert and hue Africa were 
released. The DAs office, headed by Fd Rendctl. agreed to dispose of nil pending 
MOVE cases within 4-£> weeks and thereby purge MOVE from the court system 
In order to prevent the start of another quagmire of contempt charges, the Lily 
arranged that attorney Oscar Gaskins would handle all remaining legal proi ceil¬ 
ings and members themselves would not make any court appearances. I lit agree - 
mem also provided that during a 90-day period, the city would assist MOVE m 
linding another Location in which to reside 

MOVES victory was impressive The con I ruination initiated on May 20. H.J 1 7 had 
succeeded, without bloodshed, in freeing their political prisoners and fort mg Rizzo's cops 
to back down Lt also provided a powerful example of a full)' dedicated and com¬ 
mit ted group of people fighting the system and winning, 
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Philadelphia police August 8, 1978 


The City turns A Deaf Ear 


By the eiid of 1981, ^ivcrnment officials on all levels had proved ineffective and 
unwilling to take any action against the unjust imprisonment of innocent MOVE 
me n sbers. T ii e m e cl i a i gnore d ih e issue al togcther. On I>c ce n 1 he t 25,1 9ft } M (> V f [ 
by-passed the news blackout in a direct appeal to tSir public by using loudspeak¬ 
ers on their house to inform people of the injustices and the city's conspiracy 
against them. When some Osage Avenue residents complained about the noise, 
MOVE told them they should put pressure on the city to do something about the 
innocent people in jail, because allowing such an injustice to go unchallenged 
meant anyone, including the neighbors themselves, could be set-up. framed and 
locked away The neighbors instead put their trust in the government and sought 
a way to get MOVE out of die neighborhood. 

A lew weeks later Wilson Goode took oilier as mayor While many Philadel¬ 
phians ivrre glowing with pride at the installment of the citv's first Black mayor, 
behind the scenes Goode reneged on his earlier promise in MOVE (page 4 U and 
took no action ns another confrontation ltu 'h shape. Anticipating how lav the < iiy 
would goto silence them, MOVE began fortifying their Osage Avenue home Mean¬ 
while tin; police made preparations for a murderous assail!I by secretly obtaining 
from ihc 1'BI over 17 pounds of (he powerful military explosive T 4 ," irt violation of 
police regulations, PTU policies, and federal Invs's regarding ihc iransfri of explosives 

\s months wore on, news stories began covering MOV! onee again but foi u-cd 
oil i he Osage Avenue neighbors’disagreements with MOVE rather than Mt lVf-s 
long ^landing legal dispute u iih the city, After MOVE held a meeting with 1 ’tenge 
residents m May of 1984 to explain their position, pofiee stepped up their iniimi- 
tlarinn and harassment c ampaign Between June and October, Alfonso Afti i was 
arrested and beaten bloody several Limes by police, and shot [non fatally) during 
one arrest. Cm August ft, 1984, hundreds of police and firemen spent tile dav 
surrounding die Osage block in what came to be viewed as a dry run lor il> later 
disaster, hut MOVE would not be provoked. Frustrated with oily officials inabil¬ 
ity to resolve [lie conflict, the Osage neighbors asked Governor Dick Thornburgh 
to intervene bm lie refused to get involved. (And when he later beaded the I .S 
Justice Department, Thornburgh declined to investigate the very May 11 IQ Mo 
catastrophe lie could have averted.) 
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Ramona, frank, Conrad and Teresa Africa 




MOVEs house at 6221 Osage Avenue 
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Rendeife promise to dispose of all pending MOV k iuses w uiiin i u «u. 
blatant lie. The 90-day time period, which bad been described to MOVE as a 
working Uiiietabje, was misrepresented to the media as an absolute deadline. i lie 
promise to assist MOVE in findings new place to live was uevet completed, and 
die eily beg;in demanding that ibe house had to he razed 

fudge Fred DiBona, who only had jurisdiction in the civil suit soil pending Inam 
three years earlier (page L 2h suddenly began issuing orders to MOVE regarding 
a In i imimiJ iase that were never a pan ol tin: agreement MtJVi had lomad 
DiBona to he particularly arrogant in the past, and as his conflict mg directives and 
unagreed-to demands became intolerable, Hut and Sue Africa attempted m re 
solve die problem by going to sec the judge on May 2 Jrd although it w;i.t tun .i 
legal court hearing, but an in format meeting in the judged h ambers. Dido nu wound 
up citing l'Li 1 1 for contempt and revoking his bait status previously set by die 
terms of die agreement. Before long the city was Imunding die entire MOVl dis 
pule through DiBona's courtroom, bypassing other judges not as closely aligned 
with Rizzo. 


i j hearing on August 2, I97B, Diflona ruled that MOVE had violated the L >d day 
'deadline 1 ' and should have vacated the house Police surveillance oflkers lollU 
testify to only actually seeing three members present at the house that morning, 
vet the city was so bent on hunting down and framing MOVE mein be is that by 
ihe titne die hearing was over, DiBona had sentenced attorney Oscar Gaskins fur 
contempt and signed bench warrants authorizing police to arrest pradically every 
known MOVE adult, ini hiding Rdbi n, Conrad, Jerry und Sue Africa, 1 hesc lour 
amJ tn os I other members were tint in lire bouse and ton Mu i possibly have vm 
latL'd an order to vacate it 

On August 5ih, Philadelphia authorities, in collaboration with Virginia j>oJn< 
staged a midnight raid on the Richmond home of two MOVE women and H 
children Storming in at gunpoint, they arrested Gail and Rhonda Africa i h 
legal justification for these arrests was Gail and Rhonda's alleged failure to leave a 
house they weren't within a It und red miles of. 










Folkc attack MOVE headquarters August 8, 1978 


nnsiiewcBn and Janet Africa carry children out of the flooded basement 


Osage Avenue 


MOVE operates on the principle that hard work pays off in good health I ong 
hours of legal and political work did not prevent members from keeping Lip their 
normal day to day activities which included a special dedication to relieving the 
suffering of animals. MOVL: pul nut hundreds of pounds of food for hi iris, dogs, 
squirrels, and fish on a daily basis. 


"MOVE'S AIM IS NOT TO MAKE ENEMIES BUT MOVE'S AIM IS 
EQUALLY MOT TO COMPROMISE LIFE BECAUSE WE ARE COM 
PEI LED TO PROTECT LIFE, DOGS CATS RATS FISH DIRT GRASS 
TREES BIRDS BEETLES WORMS ARE ALL LIFE, FEEDING I IEE . 
PROTECTING LIFE, KEEPING THE STREETS, THE EMPTY LOTS, 
I t EE PARKS E : RFE OF SI 1ARP OB |ECTS THAT WLl.LEIURT AN EM A3 S 
AND ELOPl I; IS AS MUCH AN OBLIGATION TO 1Q HN AFRIC A'S 
REVOLU 1 ION AS FIGHTING THESE POT Hi Cl AN ST 

MOVE 


During the early 1980^ several MOVE members and many children lived in a row 
house ai f!221 Osage Avenue on the western edge of the city. Baskets of fresh huit 
and vegetables were put outside to encourage passing children and adults to eai 
strong food rather than junk food. MOVE also built stoves and supplied firewood 
to people without heal, checked on die elderly living alone and built dog houses 
for pel owners who kept their dogs outside in the winter, hi wanner months one 
of MOVEs fundraising activities was a thriving watermelon business. The fruits 
were transported on large I land-made wooden carts that provided a hearty work¬ 
out as members pulled them through the streets MOVE let customers sample 
each watermelon before buying and always replaced any that were unsatisTac lory. 

I ong hours ol hard work kept MOVE always on the move, and maintained tin- 
strong family bond the organization revered. Yet one of ihe most troubling 
oj deals during the years on Osage Avenue was die task of comforting and 
reassuring the children oF imprisoned members, when the pain of separation 
from their parents left them grief-stricken anti crying. 







Pam Africa on Osage Avenue 
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By August of 1978 the government had: 1} Searched MOV Ids house lo insure the 
absence of weapons and explosives. 7.) (.Luiiiiiut-d m ko p die house under sui 
veiliancc after Lite search, 3) Manufactured the appearance of a legal basis to arrest 
MOVH, and 4) Kept legal improprieties out of media. (overage wink making Mi A l 

*.. be the villains with a 90-day tleud line myth. Rizzo was now in a position in 

use lus favorite solution to civic conflicts: Brute lorce and lots ul it. 

Un hiesday, August 8th, l mini reds ol cops in iluk jacket and riot helmets sur 
rounded die 3>nJ Street, locational dawn and ordered MOV I to sLuretulei Polin' 
then rolled in specially modified const ruction vehicles and tore down the fence 
and smashed out the windows. Just before 7:00 am, MOVE was notified ly, 
bullhorn "Uniformed officers will enter your ho use lor Lite purpose of taking 
each of you into custody. Any resistance or use of force will be tnei with force " Ijs 
I lie next hou r a total ol -4!> untied police entered and slowly scare bed tin- lluce 
sior\ house only m find lEllu MOV I was barricaded in die basement Around 
8:1)0 am, firemen pried off liie boarded up hasi'im-m windows and turned on wa¬ 
ter cations Ml>Vli adults were soon wading in rising water with children in their 

,ir iiis in danger of drowning. Suddenly, gunshots rung out and police thiottgl.. 

llic aiL-.i . pined foe lv. rin .-.him period id sustained gunfire, i)Mtier Janie-, K.itnp 
was fatally wounded I hryi other policemen and several firemen were also hu 
( I he minutes ol a police stall meeting two days later nuted one captain's opiumn 
of an excessive amount ol unnen esary lirrng on tin part ol jn>iri c personnel 
when them were no targets per se to shoot ll t.’ One ol the stake out officers lain 
admitted under oath that lie had emptied hi*.carbine into the very basement horn 
which lie heard screaming women and crying children.) After tin- gunshots sub 
sided and Lear gas was bred in. MOVI: adults began carrying children mu <■4 the 
basement and were immediately arrested by angry cops. 

I nier in the day. (he large crowds that had gatheicd isi theaien rc i based down 
and broken up by police on hursebaek.. Many people were knocked mi In ground and 
brutally beaten Olliers were chased into their very homes and assaulted by police. 
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Delbert Africa emerges from (.he basement 
and is beaten severely August 8. (.see also back cover) 


Mumia Abu-Jamal - Part f 


One of the few media people to accurately report on MOVE and make a serious 
effort to understand the organization was Mumia Abu-Jamat, a highly regarded 
Philadelphia journalist and president of the local chapter of the Association of 
Black journalists. Throughout the 1978 confrontation and resulting trials, his in- 
depth MOVE coverage often left him at odds with his employers. Rather than 
compromise iiis integrity as a journalist, ire began free-lance report itig while driv¬ 
ing a tab at night to support his family. On December 9th, 1981 around 4:00 am, 
Mumia was driving through downtown Philadelphia when he came upon 
William Cook, his own brother, whose car had been stopped by a. police officer. 
What happened in the next fcw r minutes has become obscured by conflicting testi¬ 
mony. altered or missing evidence, and misleading inflammatory publicity by the 
time back-up police arrived on (lie scene, gunshots had been fired, Mumia was 
badly wounded, and Officer Daniel baulkner was dead. During his arrest and sub¬ 
sequent hospitalization, Mumia was abused and beaten by police, His brother was 
charged with aggravated assault, though later testimony and evidence indicated the 
officer had beat William over she head with a flashlight hand enough to draw blood. 

Charged with first degree murder, Mumia maintained bis innocence and, like 
MOVE members in trials he had reported on, exercised his constitutional right to 
argue his own case. The high publicity trial was presided over by Judge Albert 
Sabo who quickly denied Mumiab request to be represented by JOHN AFRICA. 
During jury selection. Mum to pul his well honed interviewing skills to use. As his 
impressive dignity and eloquence became apparent to prospective jturns, Sabo 
sttipped Mumia of liis right to conduct the defense and ordered the court ap¬ 
pointed attorney, Anthony Jackson to take over the case Mumia then refused to 
participate in a blatant railroading and his version of the crime scene events was 
never recounted. 

Some eyewitnesses saw a man running from the scene who was never identified 
by police. Others gave descriptions of the gunman that did not match Mu mi ah 
appearance. The political nature of the case became apparent when prosecutor 
Joseph McGill argued that Mumia deserved the death penalty because of slate 
merits he made over 12 years earlier as a Black Panther spokesman. The jury, 
from which over ten Blacks were systematically excluded and on which two Blacks 
remained, returned a verdict of guilty and a sentence of death. 


























Mumia is hospitalized after being shot, arrested and beaten by police 
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judge Albert Sabo Prosecutor Joseph McGill 
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As police grabbed the twelve adults and eleven children coming out ol the base¬ 
ment, MOVE mothers had limit babies snatched from their arms be I me being 
handcuffed and taken away. All (he adults were mistreated and beaten by m rest¬ 
ing olfkcrs eager to vent then (age. One such arrest was cap in red on him unhe 
ktLovcnsi to oil leers Joseph Zag.ai.ne, Charles Geist, Terrance Mulvilnll and 1 aw-nin c 
D'Ulisse As Delbert Ah iea emerged from a basement window empty-handed with 
outstretched arms (see back cover), Zagamc, without provocation, smashed I urn 
in the lace with a pol ice lid met as D’lllisse connected with a blow from the hint ol 
a shotgun. Knocked to the ground Delbert was then dragged by his hair across 
(lie street where die other officers set upon him, savagely kicking him in she head 
kidneys and groin 

Intend denials ol police brutality became difficult to maintain after video tapes of 
the beating were broadcast. Only after the resulting public outcry arose did the 
l>A's office take any action. A special grand jury was impaneled which eventually 
I landed down in die Linen is. Not until a lew 1 years later were Zagaine, Geisi and 
MidvihiJI brought to trial on assault charges. On Pebruary 3, 199 j just be I ore ihr 
jury was to start deliberating. Judge Stanley Kubacki made a surprising depart uu 
front normal procedures and ordered the jury dismissed and (he officers acquit¬ 
ted!, despite irrefutable photographic evidence that (hey had indeed beaten Delbert. 
Ed Re ridel l's office never brought charges against Officer [J'L'Ijssc. Though his iden¬ 
tity and participation in the brutality were well known and documented 

Three months alter the acquittal, Deist-. wife, Carolyn, who was also a police 
oil icer. shot him during a domestic dispute, lie went into a coma and died 8 
months later, li was revealed that site had been haltered by her abusive husband 
on many occasions but the police supervisors sbe had pleaded to fur help had 
urged her to keep quie’L so as not to expose his sadistic tendencies while be was on 
(rial for beating Delbert. (Zagarnc, DT, lisse, and MuEvihilE all took part in die 
1985 MOVE confrontation, each carrying an automatic weapon and bring u dm 
ing the course of the day. Mulvihill committed suicide in May of IdByj 




T lie house is demolished immediately afterwards 



Afternoon pres? ronfercps e August 8, 197$ 

(Trank Rizzo and Ed Reridrli on left, George Fend standing far right) 


Seeking Justice 


After the August8th confrontation, MOVE'? primary activity became securing the 
release of innocent members facing not only 30-100 years in prison , but the wrath 
of a vindictive prison system and its abusive guards. Several members went on 
hunger strikes to obtain the basic rights other inmates received. Both the police 
department's callous attitude and MOVE'S determination and commitment only 
intensified after Rizzo's January 1980 departure from office. 

In January 19 79, and again in 1980, MOVE held large outdoor rallies nti tire anni¬ 
versary of August 8th to draw attention to the injustices the city continued to 
perpetrate MOVE also published their own newspaper, the First Ddy, to correct 
widespread mis conceptions 

According to MOVE belief, otic cannot expect to receive justice from a system 
that hus none and continues to demonstrate its blatant lack of justice lime and 
time again Nevertheless, MOVE diligently appealed the August 8th convictions 
so as not lo be accused of abandoning the prescribed grievance procedures before 
taking a confrontational stance. Higher courts denied all these appeals. 

MOVE then sought to meet with any city oflicials who would hear out their com 
plaint against the legal system. Common Pleas Court President fudge Edward 
Bradley admitted there were inconsistencies in the August 8th convictions but 
declined to take any action. District Attorney Ed Rendell outright refused to meet 
w i t b MO V F o r wi i h I a wye rs w illing lo d isc uss the case on MOV Ebe half Con ri 
oilman 1 ucien Blackwell and city council chairman Joseph Coleman were non 
committal 

Beginning in 1982, MOVE met several limes with city managing diiecuu Wilson 
Coe ■d e w ho e n I e red a nd won 1 1 ic m ayo ral election during 1983. A her rev i e wi i ig 
MOVE'S claims, Goode agreed that MOVE had been denied justice anti promised 
to remedy the situation, but not until after he took office as mayor. 5ut h words 
and promises from a politician meant nothing to MOVE. Based on his actions and 
deeds, Goode had turned hts hack on the injustice 




















MOV}; demonstration August b, NbO 



Wilson Goode 
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Immediately lollowing the August fkh assault, the standard police version o| evcilb 
Wits dial MOVE fired die firsi shot Yei ihe limited number of civilian cyiwi.1 
nesses, mo.sily repurlers, who had been allowed past police barricades Inn I diffci 
cut accounts. Radio reporters Richard Maloney and Larry Rosen bull] mailed 
hearing die hrst shot come horn a house diagonal Iy across the street win n die 
saw an arm holding a pistol mil ul a second floor wimlow 

Although destroying the evidence of a crime is illegal, polu r sun m hulkM-i i-. 
and lud die area leveled by noun, destroying the house, ihe foundations, ami lIil 
[ills in tin: yard. No efforts were made to preset ve the crime st eiie, him 11 J > ■ <1 talk 
marks or measure ballistic angles. 

With Jus typical show mated up and bravado Rizzo held an afternoon city hall 
press conference around a prominently displayed lablc u| weapon-, said to h.ivt 
been removed from the now demolished house, As lo whether or not this was the 
In-1 Philadelphia would see ol MOVE Rjazo stak'd, " I lie only way weie going io 
end rhem is - get dial dead) penally back m. pul them m the dei tin Oi.uj and J H 
pull the switch. 11 (Before the year’s end, Pennsylvania did rcinstate the deal 1 1 pui 
ally, hut not retroactively.) 

Prior io August 8th, at the request ol attorney Oscar Gaskins, Judge Calvin WiJ 
sort had issued a temporary restraining order in prevent the house hom I , my 

demolished, but City Solicitor Sheldon Albert had ignored it. At a prelii.ary 

hearing on a motion, to dismiss based cm destruction of evidence, MOVI argued 
dial the destruction ol the house prevented litem horn pr<wmg dial it was impos¬ 
sible for any MOVE member to lux e - Ik l Offk tr Ramp. ! he Illinois case ol Hlai I 
Panthers Had Hampton and Mink t LotV. was uied, where Mu- prv-erwiinm ul the 
crime scene enabled investigators to prove that all die bullet holes in the walls and 
doors were rhi result ol police gunfire fudge Merna Maishal denied MHV| 
p. lit ion and held them ovcj Hr in.iJ '. Her Malik haling M-irsluJ wa> lim, mi, lo 
preside Io the end of the hearing and died ol leukemia December 30 Hi',' 1 ) 
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T'liil and Mike Africa being taken to umri by .sheriffs 


Outwitting The Feds 


During (he standoff in the summer of 1977, federal AI F agents had gotten Donald 
Glassey, a former MQVF. associate. to implicate the organisation in a bomb male 
in# and gun running scheme, Plu when 10 indictments were handed down on 
September 1 L 1977, only two actual MOVE members were named Vjtueni and 
Alfonso Africa, h took federal agents over three years to find them Meanwhile, 
Glassey was pur jn the federal witness protection program. 

On May 13, lQBI, the Feds arrested nine MOVF members in Rodiesieiy '■■■ 
York, Vincent and Alfonso were ex trad tied to Philadelphia 5m uial on the homh 
making and weapons ; barges. New York state judge Andrew Cc 11 i warned Penn¬ 
sylvania officials he might release the others based on their arguments that the 
fugitive warrants for them were illegal. Fearful of losing their quarry, Reudells 
oilier then came up with extradition warrants signed by Govemoi Dick 
Thornburgh, and MOVE members were taken back lo Philadelphia. 

At legal prn reed mgs v\ Sue, (. ados, Alberta, Dennis, Conrad, Raymond and Jerry 
Africa, (hr la ck of validity of ihc origin a I wa rra n is was re pea ted 1 y d i s rega ic led. Eli 
Alberta's case, judge Kendall Shoyer ordered her bound and gagged lo keep her 
From i aiding I be issue 

In July of I Qfi I Vincent Africa, also known as JOl IN AFRICA and Alfonso Mr ic i 
conducted theii own defense in a iri.il at the federal courthousi m Philadelphia 
The case was called "‘JOHN AFRICA vs. Ill] SYblTiM. Unconcerned aboul die 
lies and distortions of the prosecutors witnesses, Vincent slept through much of 
lilt case as cops, At E agents, explosive vs peris and former MOV!' associates tes 
lifted. In an impassioned closing argument, bis only formal remarks to the court, 

Vincent made no direct rebuttal to the governments evidence mul test.my, bill 

instead condemned the entire reformed world system and exposed the courts a^- 
merc looks of the industry that profits from poisoning the air, water and food ties es 
sarv lor all I iff. ! lie government was stunned when the jury declared Vmeeni and 
Alfonso imioccin on ail charges, 




Vincent. Africa, July 19^ 1 after being declared innocent on all charges 
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Murder trial 


With nine co-defendants all representing themselves, nine comt appointed baulk- 
up attorneys, plenty of press, and an audience of MOVI: suppoitcis. the extensive 
heatings on pre-trial motions became long, drawn out affairs with the atmosphere 
of a circus. MOVE’S sharp wit and grueling cross-examinations exhausted the 
patience of several fudges who would resort to having members thrown out nl 
court. As a condition of re-admittance, the judge would demand a yes or no 
answer to the question, "Do you promise to behave ii [ allow you id return? 
Invariably, the reply was, "I wilt do what's right 

A 

The trial by Judge Edwin Maimed, which became the longest and costliest in 
Philadelphia history, did trot get started until December of 1979. Among the 
initial prosecution witnesses was Chief Ins pet lor George Eencl, head of the civil 
affairs unit who, along with Rizzo, was one of the mam orchestra tors of the plot to 
eliminate the MOVE Organization. At past trials and hearings, the courts lend 
olteu thwarted MOV Lis attempts to get high ranking co-conspirators put on the 
witness stand Seising ilk- opportunity, MOVE proceeded to grill 3-meI with a 
vengeance. After font solid days of turbo Lm cross-examination. Judge Maimed 
finally cut off the questioning and ext, used the exhausted witness i he following 
day, Tuesday January lb, I9S0, the courts were closed fora holiday. 

On Wednesday MOVE came to the trial enraged, I he day before, police had 
retal iated by staging another raid in Ru hmond Virginia where two MOVE women 
and many children were living including several whose parents were August Bill 
defendants. MOVE demanded the trial be recessed until they could ascertain tin 
whereabouts and welfare of their sons and daughters Maimed refused. Some 
of die more vehement defendants were thrown out as die judge attempted to 
ptoreed against the repeated objections of concerned parents. Over the 
next two days, hostilities continued until finally Maimed had hi the defendants 
removed from tin: courtroom. He then ordered the back-up attorneys to takeover 
the case despite MOVE'S insistence that no attorneys were to represent tlum 
even in their absence. None of the defendants were allowed to attend the reman i 
nig 47 days of their own trial. 
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OHk er fMint's Fin iti ]i lies family wounded while 
Officer Elunnas FTesson h tarried to a police vehicle 



Mumia Ahu-Jairud Judge Maimed 
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30 To 100 Year Sentences 

V 

On May B, 1980, after 67 days of trial. Judge Maimed pronounced [anine, Debbie, 
Janet, Merle, Delbert. Mike, Edward. Phil and Chuck Africa guilty of third degree 
murder, conspiracy, and multiple counts of attempted murder and aggravated as¬ 
sault. Each defendant was given a sentence of 30 to ! 00 years. 

Several days after the verdict. Maimed was a guest on a local talk radio show, 
journalist Mumia Abu-Jatnal culled in and asked the judge, "Who shot James 
Ramp?" Maimed replied, ] haven't the Faintest idea, 1 " and went on to say that 
since MOVE members wanted to he tried as a family, he convicted them as a 
family. Three other adults had also been in the house on August 8th. yet two were 
never convicted and ConsueweMn Dotson, who refused to disavow MOVE, was 
later sentenced in a separate trial to 10-20 years by Judge Levy Anderson who 
added on another three and a half years for contempt I he nine defendants pro¬ 
tested that they were convicted only because, of their unwavering allegiance to 
MOVE rather than for any complicity in the death oF a. policeman. 

I he legal grounds for Rizzo's military operation were 21 bench warrants signed 
the week before August 8th Judge DiBona issued these warrants because MOVE 
members had failed to appear in court at (he August 2nd hearing where he ruled 
they had violated a 90 day 'deadline ' to vacate the house. On January .31. 1980, 
judge DiBona died, yet his warrants were riot with drawn Only 9 MOVE mem¬ 
bers had been arrested on August 8ih I be other ! 1 warrants remained outstand¬ 
ing, alt hough: 1) MOVE had never agreed loan absolute 90-day deadline. 2) Judge 
DiBona never had jurisdiction on the criminal matter, 3) The terms of the agree 
mem staled attorney Oscar Gaskins would represent MOVE and no members would 
be required to attend arty hearings, T) By August Bih, any member who wnsn i 
arrested obviously had vacated the house, and 3) After August 8th the house no 
longer existed. Such technicalities were nn obstacle to the District Attorneys 
v ersi on of d u e process. On the ba sis of a d ead j u dge's ben ch wa rra nts, E d Re i i-el ells 
office fabricated criminal fugitive warrants, and the campaign lo hum down and 
destroy MOVE continued 











